HESSEN & FRANKFURT:
OPEN FOR BUSINESS
A place where future
technologies meet lifestyle

Hessen: your prospective
business location for
smart ideas
Invest in Hessen

Open minds, open space

Whether it's getting to know a new country, setting
up your own project or simply investing in
pioneering technologies: “To achieve the possible,
we must attempt the impossible” (Hermann Hesse)

Konrad Zuse built the first functional computer in
1941. This pioneer lived in Hessen for nearly
40 years and once said: “I believe that diversity in
particular is the prerequisite to extraordinary
ideas...”

Hessen stands for internationality, innovation,
diversity and – of course – business. We invite you to
join us on a journey through our federal state, which
is already home to over 13,000 international
businesses from nearly 190 different countries.
Hessen is a top business location for international
entrepreneurs who are able to think outside the
box. For people who want to use their passion and
great ideas to reach new horizons.

Are you aware of Hessen’s gateway to the cosmos?
The “European Space Operations Center” (ESOC)
provides not just Germany but all of Europe with
access to space. And it has done so for over half a
century. In 2017, the ESA satellite control center
turned 50. Its main site is in Darmstadt, the science
and high-tech hub of the Frankfurt Metropolitan
Area.
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In Hessen, you will find this very diversity, this openmindedness and open space. You will find
companies that want to invest in the future with you
without being afraid to break new ground.
The conditions are ideal for you as an investor:
Hessen is the economically vibrant federal state in
the heart of Germany and Europe. An international
transport hub and at the heart of the eurozone's
financial policy-making, Hessen has developed into
one of the strongest regions on the continent and is
a dynamic center for science, innovation and
commerce.

Business location
Three regions,
one strength

Set off with us to discover
new destinations

The world goes Hessen

International
networks

“Welcome to the federal state of
Hessen. As a major and reliable
partner to the European Union
and as the strongest economic
area on the continent, the
‘Made in Germany’ brand has
strong international reach.
In Hessen, you can become part
of this brand.

Always one step ahead
of the trend

We are the right business location for you!
It's only natural that international companies
seeking success in Germany look for the top
hotspot for their investment projects.”

Vibrant
culture and lifestyle

Rainer Waldschmidt,
Chief Executive Officer
Hessen Trade & Invest
Hessen Economic Development

Germany Works –
Hessen Succeeds.

As a key economic region and GTAI
collaboration partner, the state of Hessen
positions itself as part of the “Germany
Works” marketing campaign, both internationally and as a partner of the federal
states.

www.germanyworks.com

3

Forward-looking
investments

Sustainable return
on investment

The umbrella campaign by Germany Trade
& Invest (GTAI) underlines the success of
Germany as a location.

Three regions – one goal:
success

Greater Frankfu Area

Central Hessen - Center  knowledge
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Three regions,
one strength

Come with us on a journey
through Hessen

In North Hessen, approx. 1.5 hours away from the
city of Frankfurt, international investors encounter
innovative global market leaders from the mobility,
decentralised-energy and health sectors. Did you
know that North Hessen (with the “documenta city”
Kassel) is among Europe's top-10 most innovative
regions?

No h Hessen - Home  innovation
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Forward-looking
investments

Sustainable return
on investment

Vibrant
culture and lifestyle

Always one step ahead
of the trend

This is the home of domestic and international
market leaders. From here, many business
headquarters tap into new markets and reach their
existing customers. Throughout Germany.
Throughout Europe. World-wide.

Many companies in the optics, metal, electrical,
pharmaceutical and medical industries have settled
in Central Hessen, approx. one hour from Frankfurt
Airport. This region stands out thanks to its unique
education infrastructure.
International
networks

As a leading financial center, international transport
hub, global expo and trading site, and a location for
innovation, technology, education, culture and
science, Frankfurt am Main and the Rhine-Main
region attract businesses of every size and from
every sector.

International networks
and communities

“Networking is a top investment to
be successful in Hessen.
Networking means more than just
connecting people. It's also about
highlighting different ideas and
perspectives to people, and
thereby inspiring them. This is
standard practice for us and all the
companies here in Hessen.”

Your contact
David Eckensberger
Head of Department
International Affairs
david.eckensberger@htai.de
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Foreign managers say they appreciate Hessen’s
central location in the middle of Germany and in the
heart of Europe, together with its first-rate
infrastructure and typical “Hessen way of life”. In this
region, you will find no fewer than approx.
60 international chambers of commerce, 160 international business clubs and cultural institutions,
and over 200 banks from virtually every corner of
the globe.
In addition, there are around 80 universities and
more than 30 international schools. This is
important, as many companies come to Hessen with
their families, and often stay here for good. The

Hessen Consular Corps is the second-largest in
Germany and encompasses over 100 professional
and honorary consular officers. This once again
highlights the great internationality of the state of
Hessen.
The “Hessen way of life” is shaped by the local
characters. People from nearly 190 different
countries live and work in the Frankfurt Metropolitan Area. Over 20% of all companies in the city are
foreign. With their expertise and cultural influences,
they enrich this business location and contribute to
an international ambience for living and working.
Yet for all its diversity, Frankfurt has remained a city
of a manageable size in which “newcomers” can
easily find their way and soon feel at home.
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Forward-looking
investments

Diversity in all areas of life

Sustainable return
on investment

Vibrant
culture and lifestyle

Always one step ahead
of the trend

International
networks

The Hessen way of life
and business

Always one step ahead
of the trend
Tell us your goals and we will ﬁnd suitable partners
for you

Areas of expertise with strong innovation
potential in Hessen:

Innovative technologies have always had a direct
impact on how globalised successful companies
become and how much return they gain on their
investments. Such technologies facilitate the
development of revolutionary products and
modern services, thereby always opening up new
markets and helping you as an entrepreneur to
tackle transformation.

■

Successful innovation management also means that
rapidly successful project ideas can develop within
internationally focused networks.

Together, we can find solutions for using synthetic
kerosene to make the aviation and air-freight
industry more climate-neutral, for optimising
internal corporate workflows and production
processes with the aid of intelligent digitalisation
strategies, and for improving your supply-chain
management with the clever use of artificial
intelligence.

In our region, you will find over 3,500 companies,
scientific institutes and economic development
agencies that are active in at least 40 local cluster
networks, where they mutually support, promote
and permanently challenge one another. These
cluster networks are rooted in all key sectors of the
Hessen economy. Representatives from the worlds
of business, politics and science network in these
clusters. Together, they collaborate on pioneering
projects with national and international partners.
Consequently, many of them are in the lead in
fields such as Internet of Things and Artificial
Intelligence. With us, you can enjoy the experience
of always being one step ahead of the latest
technological developments.

Your contact
Carsten Ott
Head of Department
Technology & Innovation
Carsten.Ott@htai.de
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Resource efficiency and environmental
technologies
Mobility and logistics
Production
Digitalisation
Finance
Material technologies
Life sciences and bioeconomy
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Forward-looking
investments

Sustainable return
on investment

Vibrant
culture and lifestyle

Always one step ahead
of the trend

New ideas come from individuals,
new technologies from teams:
Create. Future. Together.

Vibrant culture
and lifestyle

Feels like Hessen
A great variety of museums and literature, club
culture, international pop, a future-facing lifestyle
scene, the Documenta exhibition, local Apfelwein
folklore – these are just some of the things that
define, connect and inspire Hessen. “Unveiling The
Unexpected” will be the maxim from summer 2021
onward, when the international business hub by the
River Main becomes the new hotspot of the fashion
scene when the Frankfurt Fashion Week kicks off.
For many of its international visitors, Hessen also
offers a journey of discovery involving a centuriesold culture, modern design, daring architecture and
exciting cuisine. It is, of course, also a journey to join
the people who shape, define and fascinate
Hessen.
Diverse Hessen – right on your doorstep
International, welcoming and thoroughly modern –
this is how the Frankfurt Rhine-Main region, home to
around 5.8 million people, presents itself to its
visitors. Just 20 minutes from central Frankfurt, you
will find countryside, people and superlative nature.
City-dwellers enjoy getting out to the rural regions
of Taunus, Spessart, Rheingau, Westerwald,
Vogelsberg and Odenwald, where they can walk,
cycle or simply relax. These fascinating natural
landscapes make up over a third of Hessen’s
surface area.
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Other cities such as Darmstadt, Wiesbaden, Fulda,
Gießen, Kassel, Marburg, Offenbach, Limburg and
Wetzlar are just waiting to be explored. Did you
know that the world’s largest ski jump is located in
Willingen, Hessen?

Sustainable return
on investment

Frankfurt also provides cosmopolitan flair with a
great variety of internationally renowned cultural
highlights: around 40 museums and exhibition
centers, as well as over 60 theatres and independent theatre groups, shape the diverse cultural
offering to be found here. This metropolis by the
River Main is home to international sporting events,
great night-life and outstanding shops.

Vibrant
culture and lifestyle

Welcome to Frankfurt,
welcome to Hessen
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Forward-looking
investments

Prepare to be surprised.

Sustainable return
on your investment

You determine your future added value through
your initial investment
Regardless of whether we met in your country or
whether you visited the state of Hessen while
attending a trade fair or as part of a delegation – you
will always be made to feel welcome in your future
home.
As Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH, we represent all
Hessen-based economic development agencies at
the governmental level. We offer you a unique
strategic combination of investor consulting,
business-location marketing, foreign trade,
technology and innovation promotion, and
comprehensive advice on EU funding and
collaboration programmes.
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We don't just advise you during the relocation
process. Our work starts beforehand, and never
truly ends.
Ahead of your relocation, we ask the questions that
ensure you remain permanently in this business
location – the same as over 90% of the international
companies that relocated here before you. This is
why, after your relocation, our teams remain
available to you during the further development of
your investment project. In this, we rely on the
support – tried and tested over many years – of our
regional collaboration partners in North Hessen
and Central Hessen, as well as the experts of the
Frankfurt Metropolitan Area. We are supported at
the local level by around 130 professional business
development agencies throughout Hessen.

The Enterprise Europe Network Hessen (EEN
Hessen) at HTAI can help you find technology and
business partners, apply for EU funding for
innovation and research projects and improve your
innovation processes. The support is made
available by Hessen’s Government and the
European Commission.
We will draw on our network spanning over
60 countries and around 3,000 experts worldwide
to find the right collaboration partners for your
supplier or licensee in other European countries
and support you in establishing and expanding

market or technology-focused partnerships. We
can also find suitable partners for your research
projects. In addition, there are numerous EU
funding programmes you can benefit from as an
innovative company. We will show you which
programmes meet your needs and support you
step by step through the application process – from
the initial concept to submitting the application. In
direct contact with the European Commission, EEN
Hessen provides information about current
initiatives, regulations, public tenders and
intellectual property.
A comprehensive network of specialists supports
you in your relocation to Hessen and subsequent
expansion investments.
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Forward-looking
investments

We facilitate your innovation and
international growth

Sustainable return
on investment

Business support
on your doorstep

Your market success
in the heart of Europe

Many of our customers seek legal and tax advice
ahead of their relocation. To this end, our chambers
of foreign trade and the experts at Germany
Trade & Invest are certain to have an office in your
home country that you can contact directly for
information.
If you are looking for information on specific sectors
or the world of work locally, please contact Hessen
Trade & Invest directly. This will save you a lot of time
and money and also ensure that you generate the
desired success after your relocation.
Do you require additional market data or want to
know more about the market potential? We will help
you to understand your specific market and sector
environment in this business location. For this
purpose, we provide you with market data, contact
details and good sources of information. On
request, we can also put you in touch with experts
and decision-makers in the appropriate business
segments.
Our services are free of charge. We care about your
long-term success. We will be happy to give you tips
on the cultural differences in Europe, how to take
the marketing strategies that work in your own
country and successfully adapt them to the conditions in Germany, and which networks are right for
you.
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Planning for success.
Choosing a business location.
Growing successfully.

We can give you information on

We can offer you contacts to

■ Economic and technological data

■ Governmental organisations and
local authorities

■ Tax, residency and labour law
■ Approval procedures and permits
We advise on

■ Service providers and legal experts
■ Institutions, industry and
technology networks

■ How to establish a foreign subsidiary
■ Individually tailored site proposals
■ Funding and financing tools
Your contacts at HTAI for your investments in
Hessen:

David Eckensberger
Head of Department
International Affairs
Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
david.eckensberger@htai.de

Jonas Winkler
Director Location Marketing &
Investor Services
Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
jonas.winkler@htai.de

Andreas Damrau
Director Investor Services
RCEP Area
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Forward-looking
investments

andreas.damrau@htai.de

Hessen international
representatives

Brussels

Poznań
Wiesbaden

Chicago

Bursa
Shanghai
Changsha

Singapore

Publisher
Ministry for Economic Affairs,
Energy, Transport and Housing
State of Hessen

Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
Konradinerallee 9
65189 Wiesbaden, Germany
www.htai.de
Responsible for content according to
Section 55 of the RStV
Andreas Damrau
Investor Advisory Services
International Communities
Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
Concept and design
Grundfarben Werbeagentur,
www.grundfarben.de
Printing
A&M Service GmbH, Elz

Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
Konradinerallee 9
D-65189 Wiesbaden
Phone: +49 611 95017-85
Email: info@htai.de
www.htai.de
www.invest-in-hessen.com
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