HESSEN & FRANKFURT:

OPEN FOR
BUSINESS

US investments in Hessen In the heart of Europe

The European Single Market has
been a key driver of the European
economy for almost three decades
Are you looking for big business opportunities in
a secure investment environment? Would you like
a structured framework where you can invest
sustainably in an innovative climate?
Then Europe is the right place for you!
Europe stands for free trade. With its “Trade for All”
strategy, the European Union (EU) has had a global
trade focus, both politically and economically, since
2015. Establishing a branch within the EU offers
highly pragmatic beneﬁts for you as a US business:
■
■

■
■

Free movement of goods, services, employees
and capital
Harmonized aspects of commercial law, such
as EU regulations, directives, standardized
rights (e.g. patents), standards, recognition of
qualiﬁcations and licenses, etc.
Standardized jurisdictions (e.g. court of law,
patent court)
No customs or duty-free trade barriers for
goods and services within the EU

The EU is in prime position when it comes to global
trade. The openness of our trade regime has meant
that the EU is the biggest player on the global
trading scene and remains an excellent region to
do business with.
You can reach your customers and business
partners in Europe and worldwide from Frankfurt
Airport. Frankfurt Airport is also the leading freight
hub in Europe and among the top 10 worldwide.
For many international companies, the Metropolitan Area of Frankfurt is the No. 1 business center
in Europe.
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USA goes Hessen
“Businesses from the United States
that want to be successful in
Europe usually seek out the
strongest economy on the continent as their partner. As a result,
Germany is the hotspot for
European investment projects for
a large number of US companies.
The attraction of Hessen as a business location
comes down to its outstanding infrastructure,
high degree of innovation and direct access to
the European market.”
Rainer Waldschmidt,
Managing Director
HA Hessen Agentur &
Hessen Trade & Invest

Your base to develop new markets

European Union – facts and figures
446 million residents – the world’s third-largest
population after China and India.
In 2019, the gross domestic product (GDP) of
the EU per capita was €31,080. In the State of
Hessen: €46,900 in the same year.
The United States was the European Union's
main trading partner in 2019.
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US investments in Hessen Part of a global brand

Become part of the
global “Germany” brand

International companies say YES to Germany as the
No. 1 investment location in Europe. In Germany we
have direct investment of nearly USD 650 billion
and approximately 70,000 foreign companies with
approximately 3.5 million employees. You too can
beneﬁt from the strongest economy in Europe and
one of the largest in the world.

Your main contact points in Hessen
■
■
■
■

Excellent infrastructure, a stable socio-political
system, an attractive internal market, qualiﬁed
workforce and high quality of life – this is the global
brand of Germany.
Thanks to the powerful road, rail, information and
communications networks in the middle of Europe,
the capitals of all European countries can be
reached quickly by land, sea or air.
For many US companies, Hessen is their
number one location in Germany
The Frankfurt Rhein-Main area is a top business
location for American companies. Some 20,000 US
citizens live and work here. Besides international
kindergartens, there are also several schools that
offer an American curriculum and are North Central
Association (NCA) accredited.
The region is home to more than 1,000 branches of
US companies. 15 German headquarters of the
actively traded US companies are located in
Frankfurt Rhein-Main.
In Hessen, you can ﬁnd companies such as Nike
International Ltd., Motorola Mobility GmbH,
Goodyear Dunlop Tires Germany GmbH, Tyco
Electronics Corp., Lear Corp. GmbH & Co. KG,
Honeywell Deutschland Holding, Dell GmbH, Du
Pont de Nemours (Deutschland) GmbH, McKinsey
& Company, PricewaterhouseCoopers, the Boston
Consulting Group, all major banks and many more.
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US Consulate General in Frankfurt
Headquarters of the American Chamber
of Commerce in Germany
American-German Business Club
Frankfurt e.V.
Contact ofﬁces for several US states

Germany opens the way
to the largest common
economic area in the world
Success “Made in Germany”
■

Every year, well over 2,000
international companies invest
directly in Germany.

■

Around 300 US companies move
to Germany each year or expand
their existing investments here.

■

The most important investment
s e c t o r s a re c o r p o rat e a n d
ﬁnancial services, followed by
the ICT & software industries and
the consumer goods industry.

Germany Works –
Hessen Succeeds.
The umbrella campaign by Germany Trade
& Invest (GTAI) underlines the success of
Germany as a location.
As a key economic region and GTAI
collaboration partner, the state of Hessen
positions itself as part of the “Germany
Wo r ks ” m a r ke t i n g c a m p a i g n , b o t h
internationally and as a partner of the
federal states.

www.germanyworks.com
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US investments in Hessen SMEs: the backbone of the economy

One of the benefits of
Hessen: our well-established
SME structures

If a company from Hessen wants to gain a foothold
in the US market, it needs to take the full range of
local US conditions into account. This also applies
to US companies in Germany. Markets are always
shaped by the people living there, and their
cultures, religions and traditions.
German small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) represent a strong model for success. Here
you will ﬁnd companies with in-depth expertise, a
wealth of experience and extensive networking
opportunities. In Hessen, SMEs are both potential
customers and extremely valuable collaboration
partners.
What makes our SMEs one of the most important
success factors for your business?
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Attractive niche strategies
Advanced internationalization
Preference for self-ﬁnancing
Long-term thinking and approach
Strong employee relationships
Focus on quality
State-of-the-art production processes
Customer loyalty
Reliable ownership and leadership structures
Engagement in the local region

Hessen offers the ideal infrastructure for your
investment projects
Whether for SMEs or large companies, in our
experience, having the optimal infrastructure plays
an important role in investments.
The world’s largest data exchange hub, DE-CIX,
guarantees a high degree of digitization. And
with the National Research Center for Applied
Cyber Security (ATHENE), our economic region
offers a center of excellence that meets the
highest cybersecurity standards and is recognized
throughout Europe.
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“Alongside our strong and
innovative medium-sized
companies, global players such
as Volkswagen in Baunatal, the
Continental Group, Fresenius
and the EMD Group have
represented Hessen as a key
location for decades. Our
economic region is known for its
high degree of innovation and
interdisciplinary thinking across
all entrepreneurial activities.”
David Eckensberger
Head of Department
International Affairs

What makes Hessen’s SME interesting for
US companies?
Hessen’s company owners are reliable negotiation
partners who appreciate long-term business
relationships and offer top-quality products and
services. These are the key elements of our SMEs’
business philosophy. Hessen’s hidden champions
have a network focus and are globally aligned.
Characteristics that are highly valued internationally.

Did you know?
99,6% of Hessen’s companies are SMEs.
Small and medium-sized enterprises are
therefore of great importance for local
employment, training, innovation and
economic performance.

INVESTING IN
HESSEN

Your next investment project
is in good hands here
The investor advisory service at Hessen Trade &
Invest (HTAI) together with Hessen Business
Development Network can support you in your
search for a suitable location. We can provide
information on German tax and labor laws and
advise your project team on suitable funding
options and ﬁnancing programs available at EU,
federal and state levels.

“With its large number of
established networks linking
business, politics and research,
Hessen has become one of the
first choices in Europe for
companies moving from the US.
More than 1,300 US companies
have already decided to move
to Hessen.

We will be happy to accompany you on your initial
site visits and help with any approval procedures
required.

Around 20,000 US citizens live
and work in the Frankfurt area
alone. Almost one in three of
the 50 largest US companies
in Germany is based in
Metropolitan Area of Frankfurt.”

Good to know
We work with strong partners: together with
the Wirtschafts- und Strukturbank Hessen (The
Development Bank in Hessen) and in close
collaboration with more than 130 business
development agencies, we place a strong focus
on sustainable investor relationship management.
We also support US companies already located in
Hessen in developing their business activities on
the European market.

Jonas Winkler
Director Location Marketing &
Investor Services

Other services
■
■
■
■
■

Organization and implementation of special
events, symposia, business days and roadshows
in the US
Exploration of potential US collaboration
partners for joint ventures with innovation
leaders from Hessen
Providing current market information for US
companies
Finding partners for specialist recruitment
Tips on efﬁcient marketing strategies in Europe

Germany is the most innovative economy in the world
Index score 2020*
Germany

88.21

South Korea

88.16

Singapore

87.01

Switzerland

85.67

Sweden

85.50

Israel

85.03

Finland

84.00

Denmark

83.22

U.S.

83.17

France

82.75

* © Bloomberg, based on Statista 2020 – score takes into account R&D spending
intensity, patent activity, efﬁciency of tertiary education, value-added
manufacturing, productivity, high-tech density and researcher concentration.
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US investments in Hessen Your route to innovation

Always one step ahead
of the trend
Over 3,500 companies, scientiﬁc institutions and
business development agencies are involved
in over 40 Hessen cluster networks to support,
promote and challenge each other.
The cluster networks come from all key areas of the
Hessen economy. Business, politics and research
are closely linked in all these clusters, working
together with national and international partners on
cutting-edge projects.
Innovation drivers in the development and
application of key technologies
Our technology experts can provide specialist
advice and offerings in eight areas of expertise:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Digital infrastructure
Digitization
Life sciences & bioeconomy
Material technologies
Mobility & logistics
Production
Resource efﬁciency & environmental
technologies

“Are you planning innovative
projects or business areas? We
will be delighted to assist you
as a partner. We will introduce
you to suitable players from
business and research, provide
information about technical
options and work together
with you to realize your ideas
and vision.”
Carsten Ott
Head of Department
Technology & Innovation
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Hessen is one of Europe’s leading high-tech
regions. Industry giants such as the pharmaceutical
and chemical company Merck KGaA, heating and
cooling technology specialist Viessmann, medical
technology company B. Braun, Fresenius and
Software AG are all located here. The numerous
small and medium-sized companies here make a
strong and innovative contribution to the economy.
What does this mean for US companies?
The fruitful and highly successful cooperation
between companies from the USA and Hessen’s
technology leaders is almost legendary. Thanks to
the networks that have been in existence for
decades, American entrepreneurs have immediate
access to the relevant network partners before and
after setting up their branch in Hessen.
This also means that US entrepreneurs can
immediately focus on expanding business in other
European countries to take direct advantage of
the European single market.

We facilitate your innovation
and international growth
supplier or licensee in other European countries,
we can support you in establishing and expanding
market or technology-focused partnerships. We
can also ﬁnd suitable partners for your research
projects.
Benefit from European funding
There are numerous EU funding programs you can
beneﬁt from as an innovative company. We will
show you which programs meet your needs and
support you step by step in the application
process – from the initial concept to submitting the
application. We specialize in consulting on EU
programs for research and innovation.
Hessen is an ideal starting point to access the
European Single Market and other international
markets. It is also an excellent location to drive your
innovation activities.
Companies based in Hessen beneﬁt from free
professional advice and support on innovation and
international growth. The Enterprise Europe
Network Hessen (EEN Hessen) at HTAI can help
you ﬁnd technology and business partners, apply
for EU funds for innovation and research projects
and improve your innovation processes. The
support is made available by Hessen’s Government
and the European Commission.

Take advantage of our professional consultancy
In direct contact with the European Commission,
EEN Hessen provides information about current
initiatives, regulations, public tenders and
intellectual property. We can support you in
improving your innovation management capacities
by carrying out an innovation ﬁtness check for you.
We invite you to use our services to strengthen your
position in the European market and make the most
of your opportunities in Europe.

Use our pan-European network to drive
international collaboration
We will draw on our network spanning over 60
countries and around 3,000 experts worldwide
to ﬁnd the right collaboration partners for your
business. If you are looking for a sales partner,

“The Enterprise Europe
Network strengthens
companies’ innovation and
international growth. Whatever
you need – capital, partners or
expertise – we can help you
with professional expert advice
free of charge.”
Margarete Kessler
Coordinator Enterprise Europe
Network Hessen
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US investments in Hessen Shaping your future

Hessen – your new
home away from home

62,247
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Your contact person at the US
Consulate General Frankfurt:

“Working with the U.S. Commercial
Service and Hessen Trade & Invest
can help you find the market
intelligence and advice you need
to succeed in the heart of Europe.”

Tobias Wester
Head of Section
U.S. Commercial Service
Phone: +49 69 7535-3159
Email: tobias.wester@trade.gov

Hessen: Where US companies
can meet the world in Europe
International, open and thoroughly modern – this is
how our region presents itself to its visitors. Almost
one in three people in Hessen has international
roots – in Frankfurt alone, over 750,000 people
from 180 different nations live and work alongside
each other. The population of our Metropolregion
Frankfurt Rhein-Main (Frankfurt Metropolitan Area)
is about 5,780,000. International investors,
employees and their families feel at home in
Hessen.

Hessen à la carte
The culinary specialties of the region offer a great
variety of tasty experiences.
Try “Grie Soß”, “Handkäs mit Musik” and drink apple
wine from a traditional “Bembel”.
Become part of our international business
community in Hessen – we look forward to
meeting you and asking ...

Your staff will thank you
It is the many contrasts that make Hessen
increasingly popular as an attractive travel
destination, with more than 35 million overnight
stays in 2019. As well as the important and vibrant
ﬁnancial center of Frankfurt am Main, with its
glittering skylines, the many old towns with halftimbered houses lining narrow streets and other
hidden treasures are reminders of Hessen’s
strong traditions and rich history.
Museums, exhibitions, music, literature, theater and
dance offer ﬁrst-class entertainment options for
every taste – including theater performances and
movies in English.
Only a stone’s throw away, you can get out in nature
and explore the extensive forests, vineyards,
orchards, gardens and nature parks.
You can also discover legendary fortresses,
magniﬁcent castles, impressive monasteries,
historic Roman fortiﬁcations and outstanding
UNESCO World Heritage Sites such as Lorsch
Abbey, the Upper Middle Rhine Valley, the
Documenta exhibition and the Wilhelmshöhe
mountain park in Kassel.

“Ei gude, wie?”
... the Hessen way to say

“Hi, how are you?”
Your personal contact person
in the United States for your
company’s expansion to Hessen:
Julius Bosak
Economic Development
Representative
150 N. Michigan Ave., Floor 35
Chicago, IL 60601
c/o German American Chamber of
Commerce USA
Phone: +1 312 377-6118
Email: julius.bosak@frm-united.com
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